The Bottlenose Dolphin

The most commonly known dolphin is the bottlenose dolphin. It can be found in tropical waters around the world. The bottlenose gets its name from its beak-like snout.  Although this graceful creature gets its name from this particular body part, it is not actually its nose. The dolphin’s nose is the blowhole on top of its head.

The bottlenose dolphin varies in color from dark gray at the top of its body to a very light gray or almost white on its underside. These dolphins can range in length from 6 to 13 feet and weigh from 330 to 1,430 pounds.

[image: image1.emf]The female dolphins and their young live in family groups called pods. There are usually about twelve dolphins living together in a pod. Sometimes they join together to form larger families. Male dolphins usually prefer to live alone, or with two or three other males. However, every now and then, a male will join a pod.

Although these dolphins are predators to fish and squid, they are normally very friendly around humans. They actually have been given the nickname “Man’s Best Friend of the Sea”. These kind creatures have been known to rescue scuba divers by raising them to the surface, the same as they would do for one of their own family members.  


Bottlenose dolphins communicate with one another in different ways. They squeak, whistle, and use body language for communication with other dolphins. They leap out of the water, slap their tails on the water’s surface, snap their jaws, and bump their heads together to make different sounds. In addition to the more than 30 different sounds they use, each dolphin has its own individualized, signature whistle. We are fortunate to have these beautiful creatures in our world!
A Bottlenose Dolphin responding to human hand gestures








