Section 1: Overview and Implications Around Disciplinary Literacy
· Past standards have not made a big deal out of reading in history/social studies or science
· Past emphasis was on learning how to read (and the idea was that students could apply these skills to content area textbooks)
· However, research is revealing unique reading demands of the various disciplines (reading history is not the same thing as reading literature, etc.)
· The common core state standards requires specialized reading emphasis for history/social studies and science/technical subjects
Implications:
· The ELA Literacy standards should be implemented by the science and history departments
· It is essential that literature, science, and history include texts in their instructional routines
· Content teachers will need to emphasize aspects of literacy that they have not in the past (these are disciplinary standards, not content area reading standards—the idea is not how to apply reading skills and strategies to content subjects but how to teach the unique uses of literacy required by the disciplines)
Section 2: Disciplinary Reading Instruction

· Not the hip new name for content area reading
· Each discipline possesses its own language, purposes, and ways of using text that students should be taught 
· There are special skills and strategies needed for students to make complete sense of texts from the disciplines
· As students begin to confront these kinds of texts (especially in middle school and high school), instruction must facilitate their understanding of what it means to read disciplinary texts 
· Focus is on specialized nature of vocabulary of the subjects
· Science: Greek and Latin roots (precise, dense, stable meanings that are recoverable)
· History: metaphorical terms, words/terms with a political POV
· Language differs across disciplines, so it is critical that readers confront the language of their discipline
Section 3: Emphasis on Informational Text
· The common core standards requires the teaching of comprehension within both informational and literary texts
· These new standards emphasize informational texts equally with literary texts (in Grades K-5) and literature falls to 25% after that
· Text selections are going to need to shift greatly (textbooks and leveled books)
· Primary grade teachers are going to need to raise their comfort level for working with informational text (informational text will get a great emphasis in upper grades, too, but this is not as big a change for these grades)
· Need to guard against informational text being taken over by literary treatments of factual information (such as biography)
Section 4: Emphasis on Challenging Text

· Theory of standards in the past: schools needed to focus on cognitive skills and text was largely irrelevant or uncontrolled
· Theory of the common core: Text difficulty is central and all cognitive skills have to be executed with texts of a specified difficulty range
· Item #10 in all of the reading comprehension lists focus on text difficulty and specify the Lexile range that has to be the target
Section 5: Close Reading

· Students will need to engage to a greater extent in deep analysis of the text and its meaning and implications
· Less emphasis on reader’s background information, comprehension strategies, picture walks, etc. (though these still can be brought in by teachers)
· Greater emphasis on careful reading of a text, weighing of author’s diction, grammar, and organization to make sense of the text (more attention to how text works)
· Rereading will play a greater role in teaching reading
· Each discipline has its own definition of close reading
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