Grades 3-5: Scoring Rubric for Informational/Explanatory 
	Scoring Elements
	Not Yet
	Approaches Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Advanced

	
	1
	1.5
	2
	2.5
	3
	3.5
	4

	Focus
	Attempts to address the topic, but lacks focus or is off-task.
	
	Addresses some of the topic appropriately; may have weak or uneven focus.
	
	Addresses topic appropriately and maintains a clear, steady focus to examine a topic or convey ideas.
	
	Addresses topic with a clear, highly-focused and detailed response to insightfully and/or creatively examine a topic or convey ideas.

	Controlling Idea
	Attempts to establish a controlling idea, but lacks a clear purpose.
	
	Establishes a controlling idea with a general purpose. 
	
	Establishes a controlling idea with a clear purpose maintained throughout the response. 
	
	Establishes a controlling idea with a clear, substantive purpose maintained throughout the response. 

	Reading/ Research
	Attempts to present information in response to the topic; may have inaccuracies, or lacks connections or relevance to the topic. 
	
	Presents information from reading materials relevant to the purpose of the topic with minor lapses in accuracy or completeness. 
	
	Selects information from reading materials relevant to the topic with general accuracy and sufficient detail as appropriate to build knowledge and/or support analysis, reflection and research. 
	
	Selects most relevant information (important, accurate, engaging, sufficient, relevant) from reading materials in order to build knowledge and/or support analysis, reflection and research. (L2) Identifies and addresses credible sources, when prompted.

	Development
	Attempts to provide details in response to the topic, including retelling; lacks sufficient development or relevancy. (L2) Implication is missing, irrelevant, or illogical. (L3) Gap/unanswered question is missing or irrelevant.
	
	Presents appropriate details to support the focus and controlling idea; may demonstrate some vague or insufficient elaboration. (L2) Briefly notes a relevant implication or (L3) briefly notes a relevant gap/unanswered question.
	
	Presents sufficient details (such as facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, descriptions) that support the focus and controlling idea. (L2) Explains relevant and plausible implications, and (L3) identifies a relevant gap/unanswered question.
	
	Presents accurate, sufficient, and most relevant details (such as facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, descriptions) that support the focus and controlling idea. (L2) Analyzes relevant and plausible implications, and (L3) addresses a relevant gap/unanswered question.

	Organization
	Attempts to organize ideas, but lacks control of structure; text rambles or line of thought is disconnected.
	
	Uses an appropriate organizational structure to address the specific requirements of the topic, with some lapses in coherence or awkward use of the organizational structure
	
	Maintains an appropriate organizational structure and uses words to link ideas appropriately in order to produce clear writing.
	
	Establishes a deliberate organizational structure, linking ideas using words and/or formatting in order to produce cohesive writing.

	Conventions
	Demonstrates weak control of usage, spelling, capitalization and punctuation; may contain ineffective or inaccurate vocabulary or tone.  No attempt to acknowledge sources.
	
	Demonstrates limited control of usage, spelling, capitalization and punctuation. Some vocabulary and/or tone may be inaccurate, inappropriate, or uneven. Inconsistently lists sources.
	
	Demonstrates control of standard word usage, spelling, capitalization and punctuation with few errors. Response includes vocabulary (i.e., precise, domain-specific) and tone appropriate to the audience, purpose, and specific requirements of the topic.  Lists sources, as appropriate.
	
	Demonstrates command of standard usage, spelling, capitalization and punctuation. Response includes rich vocabulary (i.e., precise, domain-specific) and tone appropriate to the audience, purpose, and specific requirements of the topic. Cites sources, as appropriate.

	Content Understanding
	May attempt to note disciplinary content; understanding is irrelevant, inappropriate, or inaccurate.
	
	Notes disciplinary content; may show simplistic or uneven understanding or contain minor errors in explanation.
	
	Accurately presents disciplinary content with sufficient explanations that demonstrate understanding.
	
	Integrates relevant and accurate disciplinary content with thorough explanations that demonstrate in-depth understanding.
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