Ostriches
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Have you ever met an ostrich? I did, just last week! My friend’s parents run an ostrich farm. They raise ostriches and sell their eggs, feathers, and hides. Each individual egg weighs about three pounds, and provides as much food as two dozen chicken eggs.  You could feed your whole family with just one egg! 
I learned a lot about ostriches. They can grow to be nine feet tall and usually weigh between 200 and 285 pounds. Young ostriches grow about one foot per month. Female ostriches sit on their eggs during the day. Male ostriches sit on the eggs at night. Once born, ostriches live for about 50 years.  They eat mostly plants, leaves, and seeds. They also eat small bugs and small animals, like lizards. They even eat small rocks. The rocks help to grind up the food they eat once it is in their stomachs. They do not need to drink water. They get it from the plants they eat.

Ostriches are very fast. They can run up to 40 miles per hour. They are not very smart though. They run in circles, which makes them easy to catch. When they are scared, they put their heads flat on the ground. It makes them look like they have buried their head in the dirt! Ostriches like to live in groups. They have wings, but cannot fly.  

I found out that even on an ostrich farm, you have to be careful. Ostriches have very strong legs. In fact, an ostrich can kill a man or a horse with one good kick. Ostrich farmers know it is safest to come up behind the animal because ostriches kick forward, not backward. Ostriches also love things that glitter and shine. They will try to eat them.  Ostriches are interesting animals. Maybe one day you can visit an ostrich farm too.
