Power Paragraph
A power paragraph is a paragraph that breaks a topic down into three points that illustrate exactly what the topic means.  It gets its name from the three points and eight sentences that become its framework.  A power paragraph has

· One clear idea, expressed in a topic sentence
· Three reasons, points, or details which support that one idea

· An example for EACH reason, point, or detail

· A conclusion which summarizes or somehow ends the paragraph

Look at the difference:

Paragraph 1

Some students like wearing uniforms to school.  But it’s also not fair to make everyone dress the same.  It would be boring to wear the same thing to school every day.  I don’t think kids at our school should have to wear uniforms if they don’t want to.  I don’t want to wear a uniform to school, I like my own clothes.  I don’t like uniforms.  Everyone shouldn’t have to wear the same thing to school because we would all look the same and people might get mixed up.  Some uniforms are really ugly, others look okay.

Paragraph 2

The main reason students need uniforms is that uniforms make life easier for everyone.  First of all, if children and teens wore uniforms, they would be on time for school.  Picking out clothes for school would be a snap since they wouldn’t have to make decisions about what to wear.  Uniforms would make things easier for parents too.  If all kids wore khakis and button-down shirts, parents wouldn’t have to buy them so many different kinds of clothes.  Finally, uniforms would make things easier for teachers.  If students wore uniforms to school, there wouldn’t be so many fights on the playground because everyone would have the same clothes and no one would get teased because of what he or she wore. So you see, if students wore uniforms to school, it would be easier on everyone.

Power Paragraph

Topic Sentence:  (This is the one idea, the one topic that your paragraph is discussing)

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
First reason or point

________________________________________________________________

Example of first reason________________________________________

Second reason or point

________________________________________________________________

Example of second reason______________________________________

Third reason or point

________________________________________________________________

Example of third reason________________________________________

Conclusion or ending sentence 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
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