Remote Coaching Study

Teacher, Coach and/or School Leader Participation Agreement

I agree to participate in the research study, Remote Coaching, during the 2012-15 school years. I understand that my participation involves the following:

· I will be provided access through a secure website (R-GroupSpace) to participate in 1 or more modes of remote professional learning.    

· All interactions between and among participants and remote coaches whether text-based or face to face will be confidential.  
· I may choose to ask a question, share lesson plans, instructional materials and/or student work samples with remote coaches and remote coaching participants at my request.  Remote coaches will provide instructional feedback and coaching support.  I may also request to have remote coaching colleagues participate in the coaching conversation.  

· I may choose to videotape a classroom lesson or part of a lesson.  These videotapes will be reviewed by remote coaches and remote coaching participants at my request.   Remote coaches will provide instructional feedback and coaching support.  I may also request to have remote coaching colleagues participate in debriefing conversations.  
· I will have access through the Remote Coaching secure website to view the videos of my classroom for my own purposes.

· I will complete a short, online and confidential survey every 2-3 months from a secure website that will include questions about the different modes of remote professional learning, instructional practices, implementation of the CCSS through LDC and LDC-A and student outcomes.  

· I am aware that anonymous data pertaining to time, frequency and mode of participation on Remote Coaching will be collected.  

·  I understand that should I change the school, grade, and/or subject I teach in the 2012-2015 school year I may not be able to participate in the study.

· If needed, I will help collect parent consent forms for students in my observed classes, or help ensure students without consent do not participate in study activities.

· My participation is strictly voluntary and I may withdraw my participation at any time with no penalty to me or my school.

· My participation will have no impact on my annual performance review.

The University of Pittsburgh researchers agree that:
· Researchers will treat all collected data confidentially and will maintain anonymity of the school, teachers, and students.

· Researchers will not publish any summary reports or analyses that reveal my personal identity.

· Upon completion of data collection, the Gates Foundation will retain all video ratings, survey, assessment, and student assignment data in a secure database maintained by a separate contractor.  The data will be used only for research and professional development purposes and will have no information identifying the names of participating schools, teachers, or students. Before researchers can access this database, the Gates Foundation will require them to sign pledges of confidentiality promising to strictly adhere to research policies and honor the anonymity of all students, teachers, and schools.

If you have any questions about the study you can contact Steve Cantrell, Senior Program Officer at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, at help@metproject.org. Thank you in advance for your help.
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