                          Writing Through A Mask 
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· Learning Target / Lesson Objective - What is being taught? How will students use this skill/big idea/ concept? What is the relevance to students’ real lives? When will they use this knowledge, understanding, or concept?  Why do readers use this skill?
· How will I activate prior knowledge students may have about new learning or make a connection to previously taught skill/concept/strategy?
	Objective: The students will be introduced to personification with a writing strategy known as    “Writing Through A Mask.”
· Writing often falls into a rut with young writers.  Writing through a mask (personification) is one way to help students to jazz up their writing. This builds on the imagination of young writers and can be used as a writing strategy that stretches the language in their writing. 

· Prior knowledge will be activated as the teacher talks about how all of us loved to pretend when we were younger children. (Ask students what they liked to pretend. Relate your own experiences. ) Tell them that in today’s writing lesson they will be pretending to be looking through a mask.  

· Tell students that writers often look through a mask as they write about certain things. This is called personification. (Write this on a sentence strip to be placed on the word wall.)

· Tell students you are going to read a book where the author is using personification as she writes.  (Read the book, Sierra, by Diane Siebert.) Ask the following questions. 

1. How was the author using personification?

2. Why didn’t the author just write about how pretty the Sierra Mountains were.

3. Were you more interested in this book simply 
because it was written in a different way?

	What do I need to model for the students?

· Use think alouds and make new learning as visible as possible (i.e., use of manipulatives, graphic organizers, pictures, smart boards for websites, overheads, etc.)

· Provide examples and non-examples of skills, when possible

· Break concepts or skills into manageable steps
	· After the book, Sierra is read share how you might write through a mask. Ask the students to pretend that they are a Christmas symbol or tradition.  Share one that you wrote.  (I am a Christmas Tree.)  Talk about how important it is to visualize what you are writing. Tell them the words they use must be very descriptive, “show not tell”. 
· Discuss sensory details and how important they are to the reader.

	Guided Practice

· Students need to practice skills or manipulate new concepts with guidance from the teacher

· All students need to be actively engaged [i.e., response cards, white boards, manipulatives, hands on activities, classroom performance systems (CPS), etc]

· Move from whole group guided practice to small groups and pairs before independent practice.

· Provide specific feedback

· Differentiate to meet the needs of all learners.
	· Have students select an index card from the Christmas basket. Have them put on their writing masks and write about something they have just selected.
· Have students stop and share what they have just written.
· Ask for volunteers to share out in whole group.


	Independent Practice

· Provide various opportunities to practice new knowledge – small group, partners, individually


	· Now read the book, Up North at the Cabin. Say, as I read this story, listen to what she does in the writing each time she puts on a mask.  Jere is a list of the masks Chall wears as she narrates this story: 
1. A smart angler

2. A gray dolphin
3. An acrobat
4. A fearless voyager
5. A daredevil
Now try this technique in your own writing.  Today in your Learning Log write about what you learned about personification or writing through a mask. Be sure to include how you will use this in the future.
     

	Lesson Conclusion

· Review the Learning Target / Lesson Objective

· Summarize how/why the new learning applies to real life.
	Today we learned that writing through a mask is one way we can explore familiar subject matter in a surprising, fresh way. This strategy is known in reading and writing as personification.  We can use personification in our writing to help others see more clearly what we are trying to write.


     Ruthie Staley, KDE English/LA Content Specialist, Northern Kentucky
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