
Reaching for Proficiency Across the Curriculum:
Grades 6-8 High-Impact Literacy Instruction in All Subject Areas

September 18, 2018   AFTERNOON SESSION



What is it?
Disciplinary literacy refers to the specialized skills that 
someone must master to be able to read and write in the various 
disciplines (science, math, literature, history, geography, 
economics, politics, government, law, sociology, psychology, etc. ) 
and technical fields. 

Each content or 
subject discipline 
has:
▪ its own unique 

knowledge 
core 

▪ its own ways 
of inquiring, 
investigating, 
reasoning, 
representing, 
and 
questioning.
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Disciplinary Literacy 
is the confluence of:
▪ content 

knowledge
▪ experiences & 

skills
▪ ability to read, 

write, listen & 
speak

▪ thinking critically 
in a way that is 
meaningful within 
the content area



Close Reading



WHO fired the “shot heard ‘round the world?



19th. At 2 o’clock we began our march by wading through a 
very long ford up to our middles.  After going a few miles 
we took three of four people who were going off to give 
intelligence. About 5 miles on this side of a town called 
Lexington, which lay in our road, we heard there were some 
hundreds of people collected together intending to oppose 
us.  At 5 o’clock we arrived there and saw a number of 
people, I believe between 200 and 300, formed in a common 
in the middle of the town. We still continued advancing, 
keeping prepared against an attack though without 
intending to attack them. But on our coming near them they 
fired one or two shots, upon which our men without any 
orders, rushed in upon them, fired and put them to flight. 
We then formed on the Common, but with some difficulty, 
the men were so wild they could hear no orders; we waited 
a considerable time there, and at length proceeded on our 
way to Concord.  

Source: Entry for April 19, 1775, from the diary of Lieutenant 
John Barker, an officer in the British army.

Reading: John Barker



What does the text say? General Understanding

Who is the author?

Who is the audience?

When was it written?

Where was it written?

(Sourcing)



Is Barker a reliable source? 

What evidence supports your 

answer?

What are the concerns of Barker regarding his 
troops and their mission?



What does Barker mean when he 
says, “but with some difficulty, 
the men were so wild they could 
hear no orders?”

How does the language Barker 

uses indicate his perspective? 

(Close Reading)



How does the text work? Structure

How does the text structure convey 

Barker’s mood? 

What is his intent with this diary entry?



What did Barker intend 
when he wrote ”We still 

continued advancing, 
keeping prepared against 
an attack though, without 

intending to attack 
them…”?

How might the circumstances in which this diary entry 
was written affect how Barker wrote this? 
(Contextualization)



How does the text work? Vocabulary

What is the tone of this 

speech? What words 

and phrases support 

your claim? 



Now…let’s corroborate! (and listen…)

If we’re talking 
about a battle, 

then you KNOW 
there’s another 

side!



The Colonists
 

We Nathaniel Mulliken, Philip Russell, (Followed by the names of 32 other men present 
on Lexington Green on April 19, 1775)…All of lawful age, and inhabitants of Lexington 
in the County of Middlesex…do testify and declare, that on the nineteenth of April . . . . 
about five o’clock in the morning, hearing our drum beat, we proceeded towards the 
Green, and soon found that a large body of troops were marching towards us.  Some of 
our company were coming to the Green, and others had reached it, at which time, the 
company began to disperse.  While our backs were turned on the British troops, we 
were fired on by them, and a number of our men were instantly killed and wounded, not 
a gun was fired by any person in our company on the British soldiers to our knowledge 
before they fired on us, and continued firing until we had all made our escape. 
 
Lexington, April 25, 1775.  
 
Source: Sworn by 34 minutemen on April 25, 1775, before three justices of the peace. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.gilderlehrman.org/sites/default/files/content-images/00303p1_0.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.gilderlehrman.org/content/battles-lexington-and-concord-1775&docid=-aAy17FZScYy6M&tbnid=vVt1aLWne5kHDM:&vet=10ahUKEwjB7OrTrsLdAhWh8oMKHbLEDT0QMwg7KAIwAg..i&w=1890&h=2138&bih=691&biw=1190&q=battle of lexington primary source&ved=0ahUKEwjB7OrTrsLdAhWh8oMKHbLEDT0QMwg7KAIwAg&iact=mrc&uact=8


The Colonists (cont.) Is this source 
reliable? How 
might we 
confirm or deny 
that this account 
is true? Does it 
support our first 
document? 
(Corraboration)



Now – it’s time to vote.

Who shot first?



What does the text inspire you to do?

• Writing Task

• Presentation

• Debate

• Socratic Seminar

• Investigation and Research

https://sheg.stanford.edu/sourcing-poster

https://sheg.stanford.edu/sourcing-poster


Planning for Close Reading

https://www.theclassroomkey.com/2014/12/taking-the-rocket-science-out-of-
close-reading.html (Free download of planner and editable planner!)

https://www.theclassroomkey.com/2014/12/taking-the-rocket-science-out-of-close-reading.html
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