Commit and Toss Instructions:
Anonymous technique used to get a quick read on the different ideas students have in class.  This is a very “safe” formative assessment (sense of relief, I’m not alone, see the “wrong” answers can be just as valuable, etc.).
· Student answers a teacher chosen question by writing it on a piece of paper
· When everyone is ready, give the cue to crumple paper into a ball, stand up, and toss it back and forth to others until the teacher says stop. 

· Everyone should now have a paper. (Don’t tell if you get your own!)
· Remind students that the answer they now have is the one they will talk about after posting it on the correct chart!
· Give students time to review the answer they now have in order to discuss it in one of the “4 Corners”
· Use 4 Corners Strategy to visually show the number of participants who selected a particular response. (Charts should be posted in each corner of the room with the answer choices on them)
· Students will get into small groups according to the selected response on their paper and discuss the similarities or differences in the explanations provided for each choice.
· Once all ideas have been made public and discussed, engage students in a class discussion to decide which ideas they believe are most plausible and to provide justification for their thinking. 

· Ask how many students have now modified or completely changed their choice and how many are sticking with their original choice…
· Give correct answer..

Adapted from Science Formative Assessment: 75 Practical Strategies for Linking Assessment, Instruction, and Learning by Page Keeley

