
Read each of the following sets of thesis and conclusion and decide what technique the writer has used in the conclusion. Explain how you can tell? 
Adapted from Write Source 2007

Thesis: In “The Chimes” by Charles Dickens, the narrator presents the wind as an intruder that becomes more and more terrifying.

Conclusion: In an isolated country church at night, the wind is described as a mysterious and frightening intruder. What begins as natural gusts of wind on a winter night takes on a far more terrifying form. The narrator first characterizes the wind as a sinister stalker and then as a haunted spirit moaning among the graves below. Throughout the excerpt, the narrator does his best to described to anyone brave enough to take the dare what he or she might encounter.

Technique used? ___________________________________ How can you tell?







Thesis: Although some disagree, the creation of the penny press paved the way for the modern daily newspaper because it originated from an obligation to the public and to the ideal of “free press.”

Conclusion: Modern newspapers continue to focus on disaster and crime news, along with editorials and stories about business and entertainment. Also, topics in the public interest continue to appear in the news, just as they did in the Tribune. The obligation to the public that today’s newspaper reporters and editors feel, originated with the penny press. Further, modern newspapers still “rely heavily on advertising as a main source of income and that is also a main reason they are still being offered at relatively low prices today”(Vance). All these things show that “the age of modern-day journalism began with the penny press” (Thomson 3). The free press that grew from the early papers has helped shape our nation, just as the Founding Fathers had hoped.

Technique used?_____________________________________How can you tell?







Thesis: While some disagree, Copland was an innovative composer who eventually became the musical voice of the United States because he created a sound which was uniquely American.

Conclusion: Copland had a passion for bringing music to the masses. His style influenced some of the best composers of modern music. Copland’s music became a tribute to the pioneer spirit that formed our great nation. He remains to this day the ultimate American composer.

Technique used?____________________________________How can you tell?







Thesis: Although it will be expensive, an after-school teen center could create a positive environment for teens because it would offer a safe, supervised environment  and homework help for teens.

Conclusion: I urge all the school board members to consider the importance of a teen center. The youth of today are the parents and citizens of tomorrow. Through a teen center that offers safe, supervised activities and homework tutoring, you could show us how a community can work together for the betterment of all.

Technique used?____________________________________How can you tell?

