Formative Assessment Activities
Minute paper: students identify the most significant (useful, meaningful, disturbing, etc.) things they learned during a particular session.

Muddiest Point: students write one or two ideas that were least clear to them from the current or preceding class period. 

Memory Matrix: students fill in cells of a two-dimensional diagram for which the instructor has provided labels.




Directed Paraphrasing: students summarize in well-chosen (own) words a key idea presented during the class period or the one just past.

One-sentence summary: Students summarize knowledge of a topic by constructing a single sentence that answers the questions “Who does what to whom, when, where, how, and why?”

Application Cards:  After introducing an important theory, principle, or procedure, ask students to write down at least one real-world application for what they have just learned.


RSQC2: in two minutes, students recall and list in rank order the most important ideas from a previous day's class; in two more minutes, they summarize those points in a single sentence, then write one major question they want answered, then identify a thread or theme to connect this material to the course's major goal.


Transfer and Apply: students write down concepts learned from the class in one column; in another column provide an application of each concept. 


Characteristic Features: students summarize in matrix form those traits that help define a topic and differentiate it from others; useful for determining whether students separate items or ideas that are easily confused. 
For a comprehensive guide to Classroom Assessment Techniques:
Angelo, T.A. & Cross, P.K. (1993) Classroom Assessment Techniques (2nd ed.) San Francisco: Jossey-Bass
