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Argumentation A writing stance in which students develop argumentation methods that ultimately convince a reader about a point of view on a topic or issue.  Writing Standard 1. 
The main features of argumentation are: 
An argumentative stance
A claim

A logic or line of reasoning

The use of supporting details to substantiate a claim 

Cluster Sections of the instructional ladder, 
Cluster 1: Preparing for the task 
Cluster 2: Reading Process  
Cluster 3: Transition to Writing      
Cluster 4: Writing Process
Informational/explanatory A writing stance in which students develop methods for reporting, explaining and examining ideas, concepts, events, and processes.  Writing Standard 2.  
The main features of informational and explanatory writing are:
An objective stance

A controlling idea or thesis

A structure that organizes the controlling idea or thesis (see structures for examples)

The use of supporting details to explain or examine  

Informational texts   Titles or types of factual texts that the teacher includes in the teaching task.  Texts may be considered strictly informational or literary non-fiction.  
At the elementary level these may include technical texts, including directions, forms and information displayed in graphs, charts, or maps, or literary non-fiction, such as: biographies and autobiographies; books and articles about history, social studies, science and the arts; digital sources, print and non-print texts, on a range of topics.  

At the secondary level these may include all forms of literary nonfiction, such as exposition, argument and functional texts in the form of personal essays, speeches, opinion pieces, essays about art or literature, biographies, memoirs, journalism, and historical, scientific, technical, or economic accounts (including digital sources and non-print texts.) 
Literary non-fiction is informational texts that employ the literary techniques usually associated with fiction or poetry to report on actual persons, places or events, such as travel, nature and science writing, biography, autobiography and memoir, interview, familiar and personal essay. (Richard Nordquist, About.com: grammar and composition) 
Ideas and information written in a way that uses the tools of the fiction writer while maintaining allegiance to the fact.  The piece can be poetic and journalistic simultaneously.  (Lee Gutkind, Creative Nonfiction Foundation.)  
Instructional Ladder Lays out the steps teachers use to teach students the skills they need to complete the task.  
 L1, L2, L3 Levels 1, 2, and 3.  The three tiers of task difficulty:  Level 1 (L1) is the most fundamental level of difficulty. Level 2 (L2) is the “next-step-up” that may include managing more than one point of view or multiple processes.  Level 3 (L3) adds additional demand to the task asking students to make connections and use background knowledge to reflect implications beyond the specific task.  Tasks may contain one, two or all three levels.  Some tasks may include Level 1 and/or Level 2 and/or Level 3 depending on the individual student.  

Literature Titles or types of stories, dramas or poetry that the teacher includes in the teaching task. 

At the elementary level these may include children’s adventure stories, folktales, legends, fables, fantasy, realistic fiction, myth, nursery rhymes, narrative poems, limerick and free verse.  

At the secondary level they may include adventure stories, historical fiction, mysteries, science fiction, realistic fiction, allegories, parodies, satire,  graphic novels, one-act and multiple act plays in written form and on film, narrative poem, lyrical poems, free verse poems, sonnets, odes, ballads and epics.   

Literacy Design Collaborative (LDC) A collaborative group of subject-matter experts, education leaders, districts, networks, and classroom teachers  funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation  who have created a tool for explicit literacy instruction around the Common Core Standards.   

Mini-task  Small assignments to teach or practice each skill necessary to complete the teaching task.  They are developed within a module.  
Module The structure for designing and implementing instructional strategies.  The module is designed for approximately 2-4 weeks of instruction.  They are organized into four sections:  What task? What skills? What instruction? What results?  (Teachers will be able to share these modules to use or modify as needed.)

A completed LDC module includes:


The teaching task, along with the standards it addresses and the rubric for scoring student work


The skills students will need


The instruction students will receive, laid out as an instructional ladder


The intended results, illustrated by sample student work
Narrative Writing in which students develop stylistic methods that help a reader “see” a person, event or place.  Writing Standard 3.  Narrative writing can be combined with argumentative and Informational writing to enliven a written work as well as stand alone.  
The main features of narrative writing are:

The use of descriptive language

An account with a beginning, middle and an end

Rubric (LDC’s) Three scoring guides for each of the types of writing represented in LDC, argumentation, informational/explanatory, and narrative. There are 4 possible scores: Advanced, Meets Expectation, Approaches Expectation and Not Yet.  These should not be perceived as Distinguished, Proficient, Apprentice, and Novice.  
The scoring elements are:

Focus

Controlling Ideas

Reading/Research

Development

Organization

Conventions

Content Understanding 
Tasks
Template tasks The writing assignment.  29 “fill-in-the-blank” shells built from some of the Common Core State Standards.  Teacher s use them to create high-quality assignments that develop reading and writing skills in the context of their content (literature, history, science, etc.)  They ask students to read, analyze and comprehend the kinds of material specified in KCAS.
Teaching task A completed template task.  The teacher has added reading texts, a writing product and the content  (topic and themes in ELA, Social Studies, and Science) to be addressed into one of the template tasks.  It may include “After researching” or an essential question.  
Text structures The types of organizational structures that students will be reading and writing; the mode of discourse.  Not all structures are applicable to all contents or all writing types.   
LDC text structures include: 

Definition

Description

Procedural-Sequential

Synthesis

Analysis

Comparison

Evaluation

Comparison

Problem/solution

Cause/Effect 
