LDC Teaching Tasks 
Elementary:

Task 17: After researching videos, life cycle visuals, and various texts on the life cycle of insects, developing a hypothesis, and conducting an experiment examining wax worms, write a report that explains your procedures and results and confirms or rejects your hypothesis. What conclusions can you draw? (Grade 1 Information or Explanatory)
 Task 2:  Can a ship be a good place to call “hone”?  After reading Sailing Home:  A Story of a Childhood at Sea, write an essay that addresses the question and support your position with evidence from the text.  L2 Be sure to acknowledge competing views.  L3 Give examples from past or current events or issues that illustrate and clarify your position. (Grade 4 Argumentation)

Middle:

Task 2:  Does Walt Whitman adequately portray the sense of loss felt by Americans after Abraham Lincoln’s assassination?  After reading “O’ Captain, My Captain” and other informational texts, write an essay that addresses the question and support your position with evidence from the text(s). L2 Be sure to acknowledge competing views.  L3 Give examples from past or current events or issues to illustrate and clarify your position. (Grade 7 Argumentation)
Task 6:  Do geographic characteristics such as climate, location, and distribution of natural resources have an impact on population density? After reading  your notes, information in your textbook, and at least two articles, write an editorial that discusses how one geographic characteristic of Canada impacts population density and evaluates how that characteristic can increase or decrease population density. Be sure to support your position with evidence from the texts. (Grade 6 Argumentation)

Task 2:  Our nation is faced with a health crisis in which many Americans are suffering from diseases related to obesity.  Many schools are being encouraged to take a role in curtailing this epidemic by enforcing greater control over the type of foods being offered to students.  Where does this control and responsibility cross the line? After reading informational articles relating to this trend, do you believe schools should ban lunches brought from home by students? Write a letter to the local school board stating your opinion.  Use evidence from the informational articles to support your decision. (Grade 6 Argumentation)

High:

Task 2:   Prompt :  How do writers use specific diction describing setting and characters to create tone in their writing?  After reading To Kill a Mockingbird and accessing other texts we’ve read in class, write an analytical essay that addresses the question and support your position with evidence from the texts. (Grade 9 Argumentation)

Task 11:   Prompt :  After researching speeches which use persuasive techniques, write a report that defines persuasion and explains its impact on an audience.  Support your discussion with evidence from your readings. (Grade 9 Informational or Explanatory)

Task 7:   After researching primary and secondary source on problems facing the United States in the 21st century, write a speech that identifies what you believe to be the biggest problem facing American society today and argues for a solution.  L2 Be sure to examine competing views.  L3 Give examples from past and current events or issues to illustrate and clarify your position. (Social Studies-Argumentation)

Task 6:  How would a feminist critic view Alfred Hitchcock’s Rear Window?  After reading “Cinderella, The Legend,” “Why Women Always take Advantage of Men,” and an explanation of the basic assumptions of feminist criticism, write a one- to two-page, typed essay that discusses film techniques and cinematic elements of Rear Window and evaluates how Hitchcock’s film portrays the relationship between men and women.  Be sure to support your position with evidence from the texts. (Sr. AP-Argumentation)

