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Reading & Writing in the 
Content Areas 

Rachel Holbrook, Ed.D. (Johnson County Schools) 

Today’s Goals 

´  Identify reading strategies to be used in any content 

 

´  Identify writing strategies to be used in any content 

´  See examples of strategies using content appropriate text 

´  Discuss ways to help students move beyond simply restating text 

´  Discuss applications for your own classroom 

Reading Strategies 
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Keep It Or Junk It (https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/help-students-analyze-text) 

Reading strategy that helps students analyze text 

Anticipation/Reaction Guides 

´  Completed before reading (pre-reading strategy) 

 

´  Enhance reading comprehension and vocabulary skills 

 

´  Establish a purpose for reading 

 

´  Prompt students to actively seek information and ideas 

 

´  Help sustain attention through the entire lesson 

Response 
Before 

Reading 

Question/ 
Statement 

Response After 
Reading 

1. True or False   India is the second most 
populous nation in the world. 

True or False 
Note: 

2. True or False   Pakistan and India work closely 
together much like the US and 
Canada. 

True or False 
Note: 

3.  True or False   India’s population is over 2 
billion. 

True or False 
Note: 

4.  True or False   X-rays taken in the United States 
are shipped to India. 

True or False 
Note: 
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Think-Pair-Share 

´ Everyone in the class participates 
´ Everyone has time to think 
´ Everyone has time to discuss 
´ Nobody is put on the spot 

 This can be pre-reading activity, used during 
reading to monitor comprehension, or used as a 
formative assessment after material has been 
presented. 

 

Think-Pair-Share Procedures 

Steps 

1.  Ask a question that involves thought – not a simple yes/no or true/false 
question. 

2.  Have each student think about the question and jot down an answer. 

3.  Have each student find a partner to discuss their answer with. (pair-share) 

4.  After every pair has had time to talk they pull apart and the class discusses 
all of the answers together. 

 

Hint: Create rules! Create a designated amount of time talk for each partner. 
Using visual timers works well. 

 

How was the Roman civilization similar 
to the Greek civilization? 
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Post-It Note Conversations 

´  Everyone in the class participates 

´  Everyone has time to think 

´  Everyone writes (writing to learn activity) 

´  Nobody is put on the spot 

´  Interactive kinesthetic activity. 

 This is a good “during-reading” activity for reading comprehension and an 
opportunity to clarify misunderstandings. This can also be used as a 
formative post-reading assessment. 

Post-It Note Conversations Procedures 

There are several ways to use Post-It-Note Conversations. 

 

  1.  Use as a modified “think-pair-share.” 
  2.  Have students interact with text. (Ask questions about things they donʼ’t 
 understand, add commentary, voice their opinions, etc.) 

  3.  Review content at the end of the lesson. 

  4.  Reflect on what was read. 

 

1.  What is one question you have after reading 
“India Awakens”? (This may be something you 
didn‘t understand or something you want to 
know more about.) 

2.  Respond to your partners question. Do you 
know the answer? Were you wondering the 
same thing too? Is this important information? 
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Popcorn Reading 

´  During reading activity 

´  All students participate 

´  Enhances reading fluency 

´  Develops oral skills  

´  Single words, phrases, and short sentences wonʼ’t 
intimidate poor readers 

 

Unlike English society, social status in 
colonial America depended on the 
hard work of individuals. Democratic 
influences of the Great Awakening 
and scientific thinking of the 
Enlightenment strengthened this 
social ideal. All three forces helped 
to steer Americans toward a sense of 
independence. Unique American 
attitudes turned into action after the 
Treaty of Paris in 1763. When the 
British imposed taxes to help pay for 
the French and Indian War, the 
colonists objected. Protests in Boston 
led to the Boston Massacre in 1770 
and the Boston Tea Party in 1773.  

In 1774, the colonies called the First 
Continental Congress to appeal to 
King George III. The British 
government, however, refused to 
change the tax laws or remove British 
troops from the colonies. In the spring 
of 1775, colonial minutemen clashed 
with British troops at Lexington and 
Concord. The American Revolution 
had begun. After the failure of a last-
minute appeal to Britain, the Second 
Continental Congress began 
preparing for war. 

Popcorn Reading Procedures 

Two ways to use popcorn reading: 

 

1.  Teacher orally reads selection periodically stopping for students to read 
words left out. 

2.  Have students read by randomly calling on students.  Never have them 
read entire paragraphs. This is not round robin reading. Stop them in the 
middle of a sentence and occasionally call on the same person close 
together. This letʼ’s them know they always need to follow along and be 
ready to read. 
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Writing Strategies 

Literacy Design Collaborative (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4cPeywtTAqA) 

Modules designed to integrating reading and writing in content area classrooms. 

Listing  

Responding to Art 

 

´ A technique useful in forming verbal responses to situations with 
perceptual complexity is listing concrete descriptions of visual 
properties 

´ Examine the following painting Melting Clocks by Salvador Dali. 

´ List subjects or objects within the work. 
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Listing in Art 

Allows students to postpone their 
interpreting and judging the art long 
enough to collect the perceptual data 
necessary to analyze. 
 

Listing in Social Studies 

´ To introduce a lesson 

´ Look at the following picture. 

´  It is about a social studies event. 

´ List all the objects or subjects you see. 
 



7/27/16	  

8	  

After Listing 

´  Once students have listed the items they saw, give them a passage to read 
about the Boston Massacre. 

´  As they read, have them check the items they listed that are also found in 
the picture. 

´  Discuss what Paul Revere omitted. 

´  Discuss why he omitted those items. 

 

´ Listing the qualities of an object can also 
be a great way to use writing to learn. 

´ There are so many ways to use listing as a 
warm-up exercise. 

´ List all the parts of a cell. 
´ Read a passage and make a list of the 

important concepts. 
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Double Entry Journals 

´ Enables students to record their responses to texts as 
they read. 

´ Students write down phrases or sentences from the text 
on the left side. (This is a great opportunity to teach 
students about plagiarism and proper ways to cite text 
quotes.) 

´ Then, on the right hand side they write their response, 
summary, interpretation, or reflection on the right hand 
side.  

Exit Slips 

´  Students write responses to questions you pose at the end of class. 

´  Students can reflect on what they learned during class. 

´  Students can ask questions about what they didn’t understand. 

 

Using Text Evidence 
•  Model (Make sure students have 

good examples to look at!) 

•  Use “writing to learn” activities to 
facilitate strategy (double entry 
journals with text evidence on the 
left side and 2-3 sentences of 
commentary on the right hand 
side) 

•  Students self-score and/or peer-
evaluate (Have students color 
code responses. Make sure to 
emphasize “stems”!!! Ex: 
Underline “stems” in red and 
commentary in blue.) 
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Questions 

´ What can I help you with? 


